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HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ARTICLE

How the Government Ich
Built: Three Branches, e
System

Why Does Passing a Law Take So
Long?

Imagine you have a brilliant idea to fix a

problem — maybe you want clea
. Capitol is home to Congress — the

*gislative branch — where senators and
resentatives debate and vote on proposed laws.

your city, or better fundin
schools. You'd think: j
right? But in th
idea into
the

N\
X1

hundreds of people, and still get blocked

g in the system. It's actually the point.

Th ited ernment was designed by people who had just esc

They"weféyte ed of power being concentrated in one person's hands. So%he

S
a 787,

which establishes the structure of the government and the rights it must protect.

unusual: a government that argues with itself on purpose. TL

1 of this is the Constitution — the supreme law of the land, writt

Understanding how that structure works — and why — is one of the most useful

things you can learn as a citizen.

ranches: A Quick Overview

B

ral nment is divided into three separate branches
\@ ower The Constitution defines and limits \e

e Leglslatlve Branch: Congress Makes th q

~ Congress is the lawmaking body of t'heé@

Senate (100 senators, two from eac th

Representatives

two parts the
(435 members, based on each state's p@pulatio ther they write, debate, and
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if ongress passed it and the president signed it
and it's one of the most significant check
eﬁxample in Brown v. Board of Education (1 $
racially segregated public schools vi

vote on bills — proposed laws. If both

@1 same b111 it goes to the

Think of Congress as the branch ck@ e people. Representatives are elected
h

every two years, which means they

president.

e to answer to voters frequently. When you
see heated debates on the news about a new spending bill or immigration policy,
that's Congress doing exactly what it was designed to do: argue, negotiate, and

compromise.

The Executive Branch: The Preside ies Out the Laws

The president leads the executiv, the vice president, the

Cabinet, and millions of fe ies like the Department of
Education or the Enyi cy. The executive branch's main job \

is to enforce t

But the dent powers. One of the most talked-about i

e —? ive the president can issue without Congre
ve 0 been used to desegregate the military, establish i

poh pond to national emergencies. They're powerful, but they
or reversed by courts or future presidents. C»

The ]lldlClal Branch: Courts Interpret the Laws

The judicial branch is headed by the Supreme Court, which consists of nine justices
appointed for life. Below it are federal appeals courts and district courts spread

across thegcountry. The judicial branch doesn't make laws or enforce them — it

e Court. If the Court agrees, it can strike t

ruled that
turning laws that

had existed for decades.
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How Each Branch Checks th

bPan emﬁc tools to limit the power of
ecks and balances.

y controlling the budget, overriding vetoes

Here's where it gets interesting. Each

the other two. This is called the sys

* Congress checks the President
with a two-thirds vote, and removing the president through impeachment.

* The President checks Congress by vetoing bills — refusing to sign them into

law.
* The President checks the Court omlinating Supreme Court justices.
* Congress checks the Court @mg those nominations, and
by writing new laws in r
* The Courts check b ‘ ecutlve actions unconstitutional.
pletely alone. Every major decision runs int \

i

Notice that no
resistan 's mtentlonal
s De51gned to Be Slow 6?
udied history and saw what happened when governments 9

hen one leader had too much unchecked power. They built cw
e

erately Passing a major law requires agreement across the Hous Senate,

and the White House. Major court decisions require years of cases working through

the system.

This slowness frustrates people — and understandably so. When a community needs

ood idéas also makes it harder for harmful ones to take hol
ion, compromise, and broad agreement bef

bates a new

?‘ World Connections
6 You can see all three branches in action ev
climate bill, that's the legislative bra

executive order on student loan polic

sident signs an
tiWe branch acting. When the
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A gagbudicial branch

Supreme Court rules on voting rights
interpreting the Constitution.

Understanding these roles helps yo@»inse of the news — and helps you
understand where you fit in. CitizensVote for members of Congress and for the
president. Public pressure influences court nominations. Civic engagement isn't

separate from how government works; it's part of the design.

Summary

tive, executive, and judicial
imit the others. The
rns all three. Congress makes

The U.S. government is built on thre

— each with distinct responsibili

Constitution is the foundaii h
laws, the president [&n
checks and bal@fi€es, e t
structur; f i
e\

m ast. 66

ol

C
o™
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LESSON OBJECTIVE

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN

| Lesson Objective c\,

In this lesson, you will explore how the United States

The Path a Bill Takes to Become a Law
| [y A

B4

government is organized into three branches —
legislative, executive, and judicial — and explain the

specific role each branch plays in making, enddrcing, and

gaining too much power, an A bill must pass both chambers of

Congress and receive the
President's signature before it

B becomes law — a process designed
\ to require broad agreement.
el %erstamding
P .Civ.6.3-5 — Evaluating the Role of Governm ?‘

Blo ? nderstand 6
Q oal: Students will demonstrate understanding by explaining tr@v jons of
p

e branch of government and describing how checks and balances kee er in

real-world examples you

your community.

standing Branches of Government

balance across the system.

Explanation: The 'understand' level of Bloom's Taxonomy asks students to go beyond
memorizing facts and instead make sense of ideas — explaining them in their own words

and connegting them to examples. In this lesson, students move from simply namingithe
three es to genuinely explaining what each branch does, why the syste
b riction, and how these structures affect citizens' 1 &
\ \C * Q\ \CO

3
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ES E ‘ i APPLICATION QUESTIONS

| Application Questions C\,

Ol

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN

Read each question carefully, think about what you learned in the article, and write
a thoughtful response in your own words.

1. Explain why the Founders divided the ernment into three separate branches
instead of giving all power to one p ;
Think about: Think about wh ers 1 @ eWenced before writing the
Constitution and whattllq; fi ap in the new country.

E *

‘ Dwehow the system of checks and balances works by giving at le@»hﬁc

e ples of one branch limiting the power of another.

Think about: Look back at the section called 'How Each Branch Checks the Others' and think
about what tools each branch has to push back against the others.

\ cO®
Q&
<

S

o
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Qg
words, explain why that slowness can be Bt

3. The article says the government wa

- Aadl
ﬁg n purpose. In your own
and a benefit for citizens.

n
Think about: Consider a situation wher gg¥ernment action might hurt people, and then
consider a situation where moving too d also cause harm.

\ ®
g
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HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ES E E ERIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS (DBQ)

| Primary Source Analysicmk

Read the primary source excerpt below carefully. Then answer the four questions
that follow. For each question, use evidence from the source and your knowledge of
how the U.S. government works to support your response.

Federalist No. 51: The Struct Must Furnish the

Proper Checks and Balanpge ee @ nt Departments [Essay]

To what expedient, then \0 r r maintaining in practice the

necessary partiti “;r e s@veral departments, as laid down in the \
itution? ly

n be given is, that as all these exterior

uate, the defect must be supplied by so contri
government as that its several constituent p ?‘
ut e the means of keeping each other in their prope es. 6
a foundation for that separate and distinct exercise of the e
er%ovemment, which to a certain extent is admitted on all hands e “
lé&z—ﬂ to the preservation of liberty, it is evident that each departme s&!
ave a will of its own. Ambition must be made to counteract ambition. The interest

(8]

of the man must be connected with the constitutional rights of the place. It may be a
reflection on human nature, that such devices should be necessary to control the
abuses of government.

— James Madison, Federalist No. 51, published February 8, 1788

thi

ument, and what was his purpose in writing it? Ho

tects of the Constitution influence the argum\ ' 0&

X

@
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2. This essay was written in 1788, sho ter ($g!onal Convention. What
historical circumstances help explain wh' m other Founders were so

concerned about preventing any one b v ernment from gaining too much
power? [Context] C

3. Madison writes that "ambitio
words, what does he mean@y €his

and balances descé‘ | ¢

“"Flow does Madison's argument in this document support what the less&rticle says

b de &aat ambition." In your own

oe§ thi a connect to the system of checks

about why the U.S. government was designed to be slow and to argue with itself? Use at
least one specific example from the lesson to support your answer. [Corroboration]

W ) RN
N\ N\
% %

S
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etween the legislative and executive braq
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CIVIC ACTION SCENARIO

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ES E E

| Civic Action Scenario O,‘

Read the civic scenario below carefully. Identify the stakeholders involved and
answer all three questions using what you have learned about the three branches of

government and the system of checks and balances. Write your answers in complete
sentences.

Scenario: The city of Ri @g ith dangerously high levels of

air pollution from i an roup of concerned students and
ﬁ-onmental regulations for two years.
Congres 'Air Improvement Act, which would require t
plant i ignificantly. However, the president has vetoed
guihg the local economy and cost thousands of jobs:
ers h a lawsuit claiming the original regulations already
ar %tional. Meanwhile, residents in the surrounding neighborhoo®

whom have children with respiratory illnesses — are demandhc»:

ediate action from their elected representatives.

Stakeholders: Riverside residents and parents of children with respiratory illnesses |
Members of Congress who passed the Clean Air Improvement Act | The President of the United

States whg vetoed the bill | Federal judges reviewing the plant owners' constitutional lawsui

. at s Congress has after the president vetoes the Cl

r e . at does this process tell you about how the syst ano
ces\wo ‘ ' \

A3
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2. The plant owners have filed a lawsu mi i nvironmental regulations
are unconstitutional. Which branch of go 6 timately decide whether those
regulations are constitutional, and wh W ows that branch to make this
determination? C

3. Residents are frustrated t

t ea *ss the pollution problem.

Using what you know aboulfih@¥ t bi&nc of government function, explain

why the process of i &f g ngw environmental laws takes so long, and \
describe at leaxe e“ icipate in this process.

??‘c,?av&

PO

®

3\
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HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN

Sl

HYPOTHETICALS

| Hypotheticals c\,

Read each scenario carefully, then answer both questions using what you know
about the three branches of government and how they work together.

requirggall public schools in the
&nate and the House of
i to the president. The

Scenario 1: Congress passes a bill
country to extend the school
Representatives vote in f

president believes

N\

enough fundi
veto the bill a

b) What options does Congress have after receiving the president's veto, and what

would neei to happen for the bill to still become a law?
\ C. .

\ ario 2: A state passes a law that bans stude m in '
6% clothing to school, claiming it improves safi g stuﬁI parents

N argue that the law violates their constilaati g through lower
courts, the case reaches the Supre : elCourt agrees to hear the
aw

case and must decide whether the st is tional.

‘g
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a) What power is the Supreme Court
violates the Constitution, and which bra

Xl
i % ether this state law
nt does this power belong to?

c,\:‘g

b) If the Supreme Court rules that the state law is unconstitutional, what happens to
that law, and why does the Court have the auth@rity to make that decision?

\‘\(', ’COV\\

QS'q,e?‘\c

&<

\ ®
g
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| Short Essay C\,

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN SHORT ESSAY

Read the prompt below carefully. Write a short essay of at least one paragraph in
response. Use specific details and examples from the lesson article to support your
answer. Write in complete sentences.

Explain how the system of checks

®oﬁme United States

government. In your responseg, e t balances means, give at
least two specific exampl & ra@s another, and explain why the
Founders designeE oyern

X

\C
\",
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Ol

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ES E ‘

| Reflection Questions O,i

Answer each question in your own words, using what you learned from the article
to support your thinking.

1. In your own words, explain why the Fo divided the government into three

separate branches instead of givin person or group.

Think about: Think about wh ers 1 c®enced before writing the
Constitution and whattllq; fi ap : the new country.
e \C’

Dwehow the system of checks and balances works by explaining M
s&

ific examples of one branch limiting another branch's power.

Think about: Look back at the section called 'How Each Branch Checks the Others' and think
about how these limits prevent any one branch from acting completely alone.

W W
N\ N\
% %

S
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3. The article says the government wa gn n purpose. Explain why
that slowness can be both a strength an fr§ (0]

g rm

a r citizens.
Think about: Consider a situation wher

ment action might protect people, and

another situation where it might cause rm to a community that needs help quickly.

\ ®
g
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HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ES E; q

| Multiple Choice C\,

Sl

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the best answer for each question about the three branches of the U.S.
government and how they work together.

itution in relation to the federal
government? w
A. It establishes the stru e@o the rights it must protect.
. It gives the pregiden }\t all major decisions.
A i th

t

.

ass each year.
! uld vote in elections.

2. Which br@ge

new w?

GM; executive branch

B. The judicial branch

1. What is the primary purpose of the U.S

U.S. federal government is responsible for writing a

C. The legislative branch

D. The Cabinet

longer terms than senators

st answer to voters more frequently

. S® the president can replace them when neede
D. So the Supreme Court can review theh@ gular

co

Q“

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 18



Ol

4. What is an executive order?

h \
Q %
99(»

A. A law passed by both chambers of Con
. A Supreme Court ruling that oyértu previous decision

A directive the president can issue without Congress's approval

g 0 W

A budget proposal submitted by the Senate

5. What is the main role of the judicial branch in the U.S. government?

A. To enforce the laws passed by Cong

C. To interpret laws an ollow the Constitution
D. To approve 1 i
6. Wha ia z%tiy is it significant? ‘
S gghch Congress approves new judges, giving law 6?
c@iitro oé ourts. 9
It i power of courts to strike down laws that violate the Constit 'c“%g
b ongress and the president. t

C. It is the president's ability to review court decisions and reverse them if necessary.

D. It is the annual review of all federal laws to check whether they are still needed.

7. How dges Congress check the power of the president?
intingg8upreme Court justices
. iss &ive orders on the president's behalf
\ 2 B)@iﬁg the budget, overriding vetoes, and impeac % en
$\63’ ruling presidential actions unconstltutlonad $\c 2
® A1
oy
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do ion (1954), what did the Court

8. In the Supreme Court case Brown v.
demonstrate about its power?

A. That the president can use exeﬁv& to change school policies

B. That Congress can pass laws witliout the president's signature

C. That the Court can strike down laws that violate the Constitution, even long-
standing ones

D. That the Senate must approve all education-related legislation

9. Why did the Founders design the
major decisions?

ent toffhove slowly when making

A. They wanted to makeit 16 ;0 participate in government.

N\

&

wich of the following best explains how the system of checks and bLes works?

A. Each branch of government operates independently without interference from the

B. They beli as oC

A

\ i 3 broad agreement would prevent harmful

t should have time to review every law befo

the judicial branch to have enough time to write new law

others.

B. The president has final authority over both Congress and the courts.
C. chbranch has specific tools to limit the power of the other two branches.
S WS both the executive and judicial branches throu “
C

\W2 ! \
A \‘,.‘e?“

3

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 20



D

\ Yl \ Yl
% X

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ES E; q

| True / False C\,

Read each statement carefully. Write T if the statement is true or F if the statement
is false.

1. The United States Constitution, writtengm 1¥87, establishes the structure of the
federal government and serves as t owmd.
O True ¢ False s : o

2. The Senate e ‘@ﬁmber of representatives from each state \
based on t t puldta &

X1a & <!
3. i %f the executive branch is to enforce the laws that Congr %6
CJO False C»I

4. An executive order must be approved by Congress before the president can put it

into effect.

O True O False

() B me Court has the power of judicial review, which allows it to stri
te@nstitutien. &
\ i Glse Co
(o “ y

\ rown v. Board of Education (1954), the Supr u d \Qy
9 egregated public schools were unconstitutiq e
~ i

O True QO False
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7. Congress can override a presidenti wi g ajority vote of just over half
of its members. 6
O True QO False C»i
prevent any one branch or leader

8. The president has the power to nominate Supreme Court justices, but Congress must

d ment to move slowly in order to
&checked power.
O True O False 06
10. The judici ﬂ @

_ % - L m$ N\
S % K ‘
Xvﬁ' : 2

confirm or reject those nominations.

O True O False

9. The Founders deliberately designe

c\""

@

ol

C
o™
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VOCABULARY

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN ES E; ‘

| Vocabulary c\,

Review the following key terms and their definitions before reading the lesson. As
you read, look for each term in context to deepen your understanding.

Constitution

The supreme law of the United Sta

’ 7“ establishes the structure of
®

N —— “g\qs\ o % N
L@ty p - Q‘
&g \P‘g’

ral government, made up of Congress, that is responsible
a v g laws.
ifl in your own words: C

f the federal government, divided into two parts: t
atives.
n words: \ co
\‘ \C
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Senate

A\ Xl
One of the two chambers of Congress, m

O&Hatom — two elected from each
state. »
Explain in your own words: C

House of Representatives

One of the two chambers of Congress, 435 bers whose numbers are
based on each state's populatio

Explain in your own words: \ co

d \°
E \' rﬁq i

The % al government, led by the president, that is responsible

enf

in ws passed by Congress. P
pla your own words: ‘ »

00‘“

Executivg Order
A dire sued bythe president that carries the force of law without requiri
C S.
la words:
\ C: Q\ C

XX 23
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Judicial Branch
géme Court, that is responsible

The part of the federal government, hea

for interpreting laws and the Constitutj »
Explain in your own words: C

Judicial Review

The power of the Supreme Court to stz ws org@overnment actions that it
determines violate the Constituti

Explain in your own words: o

NN

li

N\
f
S

\ A3 \('§2°‘“
o® o®

S

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 25



> Q,\" . ?,\"'
> H égzv?’

| Exit Ticket C\,

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS BUILT: THREE BRAN EXIT TICKET

Answer both questions in 1-2 sentences each using what you learned from today's

lesson.

1. What is the main job of each of the thr

N\

and balances prevents any one branch of

ches of the U.S. federal government?

powerful. Give at least one specific exampl

®

3\
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The U.S. Capitol is home to Congress — the legislative branch — where senators and representatives
debate and vote on proposed laws.

A\ X
e

3
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The Path a:: BiW ecome a Law

oduced
slator introduces a bill
= in either the House or Senate.

2. Committee Review
The bill is sent to a committee,
which studies it and may revise it.

i

3. Floor Vote,
The full cha pber d

AR

J

+ Sign the bill (becomes law)
+ Veto the bill (sends it back)
« Take no action (becomes law
after 10 days, if Congress is

in session)
. ' .
{ \
7B. Vetoed 7C. No Action
bill s signed into law. Congress can override the veto 1f the President takes no action
It becomes a law of with a 2/3 vote in both chambers. | for 10 days while Congress is
the United States. 1f overridden ,tmtlibamrrmla«j in session, the bill becomes law.

N
1 ?;(’Q‘
oS

A bill must pass both chambers of Congress and receive the President's signature before it becomes
law — a process designed to require broad agreement.

\$§3\°‘“
X

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 28






D

How the Government Is
CROS

S, One System

R

2.

10.

ACROSS ( OWN

The power of the Supreme Court to strike down laws or 1. One of the two chambers of Congress, made up of 435

government actions that it determines violate the members whose numbers are based on each state's
Constitution. population.

The supreme law of the United States, written in 1787, that 3. The part of the federal government, headed by the Supreme
establishes the structure of the government and the rights Court, that is responsible for interpreting laws and the

it must protect. Constitution.

A system built into the U.S. government that gives each
branch specific tools to limit the power of the other two
branches.

The part of the federal government, made up of Congress,
hat is responsible for writing and passing laws.

diregkive i8sued by the president that carries the force of
One of the two chambers of Congress, made u uiring approval from Congress.
senators — two elected from each state.
The lawmaking body of the federal go C
into two parts: the Senate

Representatives.

The part of the al
that is resp en
Con
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FIND THESE WORDS

Executive Branch

islative Branch

C

Checks and Balances

House of Representatives

Constitution

Judicial Branch Judicial Review

Executive Order

Senate

Congress



