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The Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862, was a surprising vi

@ e 2 laihst the much larger and
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CINCO DE MAYO: WHAT IT ACTUALLY COMMEMO ARTICLE

Cinco de Mayo: What I
Actually Commemorat

A Holiday Full of Misconceptions

Picture this: it's May 5th, and restaurants are
decorated with colorful banners, people are
wearing sombreros, and everyone seems

be celebrating Mexico. But if yo
£*Batlle of Puebla on May 5, 1862, was a

pe ople why they're celebrati Qn ng victory for the Mexican army against the
uch larger and better-equipped French forces.

N\
99("

ory The Battle of Puebla p

stand Cinco de Mayo, we need to travel back to 1862 — a tlmwemco
was in serious financial trouble. The country had borrowed money from several

not even close. So what is it, really?

? ehind this holiday is a perfect example of w.
s just as much as cultural celebration.

European nations and could no longer make its payments. France, under Emperor
Napoleon III, used this as an excuse to invade Mexico and establish a French empire
in the Americas.

62, French forces — considered one of the most powerful armi
arched toward the city of Puebla, Mexico. Th
hey got was a stunning surprise.
numb
ﬂ their

French forces
that day. It was a remarkable under 0 a powerful message:

MegiCan army, led by General Ignacio Zaragoza,
ar less equipped than the French troops. Yet
nowledge of the local terrain and fierce d

Mexico would not surrender its sover y Wi

c\""
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ion. France eventually occupied

Why It Matters Historically

The Battle of Puebla did not end the Frefic
Mexico for several years before Meﬁ tance — aided in part by pressure from
the United States after the Civil Wa ed — finally drove them out. However, the
victory at Puebla became a powerful symbol of Mexican resistance and national
pride. It demonstrated that a smaller, less-equipped force could stand up to a global
superpower. General Zaragoza became a national hero, and May 5th was marked as
a day to honor that courage.

So Why Is It Bigger in the e

Here's where the story ge @I ou visited most parts of

Mexico on May 5th, yeu elebrations. The holiday is observed

mainly in the s f a‘ttle actually took place. In the rest of \
Mexico, i e n the calendar.

eﬁher, Cinco de Mayo has grown into a large-sc ?‘
ppen? Historians point to Mexican-American com ies 1 6
egan celebrating the holiday in the 1860s — partly becauséth
uebla happened around the same time as the American Civilcw

Mexican-Americans saw the fight against French imperialism as ected to

their own struggles for freedom and dignity.

Over the decades, the holiday expanded beyond its original meaning. By the late 20th

century, it had become heavily commercialized, promoted by food and beverage

companie$as a general celebration of Mexican culture. This is a clear example

has a ok can nge meaning when it crosses borders and generatigns
i If* why do some holidays become commercializgtt, t
\ 0 h@ ppens? \ ‘
\‘ \C

¢
?‘\eral Celebration vs. Historical Lit

There's nothing wrong with celebrating cul e’
> all worth honoring. But there is a di
understanding its history. Confusing

d traditions are
g a culture and
Mexican Independence Day
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(which is actually September 16th) is

XA

m gat flattens a rich and

complex history into a stereotype.

When we take the time to learn the 6»& a brave army defending its

homeland against a powerful invader— we show genuine respect for Mexican history
and identity. Consider how your understanding of this holiday has shifted after
reading this article. How might knowing the true history change the way you choose
to celebrate or discuss it?

Summary

Cinco de Mayo commemorates e ected victory over French

forces at the Battle of Puehl
While the holiday is brate
i U S

ot Mexican Independence Day.

a
0 &I‘ t of Mexico, it has grown into a major \

standing the difference between the

a true historical significance helps us beco
izens. ?‘

cultural event
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o

LESSON OBJECTIVE

C\P‘

In this lesson, you will explore the true history behind
Cinco de Mayo and explain what the Battle of Puebla
actually commemorates. You will also examine how
this holiday's meaning has changed over ti
moved from Mexico to the United Stat

you will be able to describe how

can shift in meaning acros
Standard: NCSS.I.2.— 1t its true history makes the
celebration even more
NCSS.THEM on \
§113.20 — Identd

%hang e; TEKS meaningful.
m's 6! nts will explain the historical significance of the Ba 6 E

cal Significance
| cribe how Cinco de Mayo's cultural meaning has evolved overti 6

Cinco de Mayo is celebrated with
music, dance, and cultural
traditions — but understanding

a

e tion: At the Understand level, students move beyond simply r 11 cts
making sense of what those facts mean. Here, students will interpret
history of Cinco de Mayo and put into their own words how a historical event can

real

be reshaped by culture, commerce, and time.

A
Q-
"

3

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 5



Ol

CINCO DE MAYO: WHAT IT ACTUALLY COMMEMO

Application Questions C»:

D

il
? i APPLICATION QUESTIONS

Read each question carefully and answer using what you learned from the
article about Cinco de Mayo.

1. Why was the Mexican army's victory Battle of Puebla considered so

surprising, and what did it symboliz

Think about: Think about the d es
ic

R T T \ Cic | .
N

> ;

?g"? 3;9?

Q did Cinco de Mayo's meaning change as it moved from Mexico c»

ited States, and what does this tell us about how holidays can shift o ime?

Think about: Consider why Mexican-American communities first began celebrating the
holiday and how its meaning changed as it became more commercialized.

o o)

\W% C \%e .
A

X

S
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3. Why is it important to understan de Mayo rather than

just celebrating it based on popular m

Think about: Think about the differe
its history, and how knowing the realist

twden celebrating a culture and understanding
hows respect for Mexican identity.

\ ®
g
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el
g ? ERIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS (DBQ)

Read the primary source excerpt below carefully. Then answer the four

Primary Source Analysis (DBQ®

analysis questions that follow. Use evidence from the source and what you have
learned about Cinco de Mayo to support your answers.

Letter from General Ignacio th ican Minister of War
[Letter]

The national arms ha se@o glory. I can inform you that

the French a u;

efforts were in vain against the \
ican soldiers who defended this city. The

" a
s. The victory belongs not to me alone, but to every sol 6

)
ound this day. Mexico has shown the world that she will not yield
Q vereignty to any foreign power, however great. Let this day beg
emembered as proof that a free people, defending their homeland, caffiot be

easily conquered. I write to you from Puebla, on the evening of May 5, 1862.
— General Ignacio Zaragoza, letter to the Mexican Minister of War, May 5, 1862 (adapted

rs of trained troops and in the quality of th
ery point. Our men, knowing the ground up

inspired by love of their country, held firm agai

for educational use)
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2. Based on what you have learned,
led to the Battle of Puebla? Why was

[Context]

Nl
wa ﬁi Mexico in 1862 that

Cﬁ Mexico at this time?

3. According to General Zaragoz t ag the Mexican soldiers have
over the French forces? Use s d 01 tter to support your answer.
[Close Reading]
6 \C 2
M&s the message in Zaragoza's letter connect to the way Cinc@&&
1

embered and celebrated today? Does the letter help explain why th ttle
became such an important symbol of Mexican national pride? [Corroboration]

\ §3\°‘“
W

S

o)
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Timeline Construction CV:

D

$
‘ i TIMELINE CONSTRUCTION

Place the five events below in the correct chronological order by arranging
their letter IDs from earliest to latest. Then, for each event, write 1-2
sentences responding to the significance prompt — explaining why that event

mattered historically or culturally.

A. Mexican-American communi in

Puebla victory, connecti 0 r gwn
American Civil Warera.
*
Date / PeriG: @\
nific 6 E
h ican-Americans in California choose to celebrate this particular Mexica
c'\v . and what does that connection tell us about how communities find m@ i

1storical events?

lebrating the Battle of
for freedom during the

9""“

\ O
Q&
<

3

\('&\0‘“
X
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repay its debts to European nations.

B. France, under Emperor Napole
I Date / Period: C»

‘e?,\"
&gﬁk Mexico is unable to
>

I Significance:

Why did France use Mexico's financial troubles as a reason to invade, and what does this

reveal about the relationship betweer&d less powerful nations in the 1800s?
*

ec r@%nercialized in the United States, promoted
o .
ri

0%‘ as a general celebration of Mexican culture. $
@Mﬁcance: ‘ »

What is lost or changed when a holiday rooted in a specific historical struggle becomes a

C. Cinco de
by fo

commercial event, and why does this matter for cultural understanding?

e
X
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D. General Ignacio Zaragoza leads u '!an army to a stunning

victory over French forces at the Battlapf $

I Date / Period: C»

I Significance:

Why was this victory considered so remarkable, and what message did it send about

Mexico's willingness to defend its sovereignty?l
*
ee u:@

e; out of Mexico after years of occupation,
(N4

e United States following the end of the Civil “

c\""

Why was it significant that the United States applied pressure to help end the French

occupation, and what does this suggest about how neighboring nations can influence each

other's struggles?

\$§3\°‘“
X
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Close Reading Passage »

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the five questions that follow. Use
evidence from the passage to support your responses.

The Battle of Puebla: The True St ind Cinco de Mayo

On May 5, 1862, French forces one, ofthe most powerful armies
in the world at the time — uebla, Mexico. They
expected an easy victedy. nning surprise. The Mexican

army, led by Ge ignificantly outnumbered and far \

less equip 1\ > Yet the Mexican soldiers used their
kno a
e
cc

d fierce determination to defeat the French
aarkable underdog victory — one that sent a ‘
ﬁ agE€: Mexico would not surrender its sovereignty witho b ?
Ba %ebla did not end the French invasion. France eventually

#xico for several years before Mexican resistance finally drove th

Q owever, the victory at Puebla became a powerful symbol of Meﬁx
esistance and national pride. It demonstrated that a smaller, less-eq ed

force could stand up to a global superpower. General Zaragoza became a

national hero, and May 5th was marked as a day to honor that courage.

1. According to the passage, why were the French forces surprised by the outcome

of the tle of Puebla? [Comprehension] !

NS
Q-
"

3
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2. What did the Mexican army's vic th tggu bla come to symbolize
for the Mexican people? [Comprehens p

'\

out why General Ignacio Zaragoza

co‘“

3. Based on the passage, what can you i

became a national hero in MexicoE

he gates that the Battle of Puebla "sent a powerful message.
eing sent, and to whom was it directed? [Inference] ; P

or degeribes the Mexican army's victory as a "remarkable u

e author use the phrase "underdog victory," a

i ect the reader's understanding of the battle's I‘ 2 ot
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Reflection Questions C»i

P

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

<

Read each question carefully, think about what you learned in the article, and
write a thoughtful response in your own words.

1. What does the Battle of Puebla actual memorate, and why is it historically
significant for Mexico?
Think about: Think about who ti ha re, and what the victory
meant for Mexico' w en‘.

ne \
s 2%
4§

X did Cinco de Mayo's meaning change as it moved from Mexico
ited States, and what does that tell us about how holidays can shift Lcime?

Think about: Consider why Mexican-American communities first celebrated it in the 1860s

and how commercialization later changed the holiday's message.

\ §3°‘“
X

S

o)
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3. Why is it important to understan rueWist i!d a cultural holiday
rather than just celebrating it based o a ptions?

Think about: Think about the differe

it, and what gets lost when history iG:

twden celebrating a culture and truly respecting
erstood or oversimplified.

\ ®
g
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\

SHORT ANSWER

Answer each question in 1-2 complete sentences using what you learned from
the article.

1. What event does Cinco de Mayo actually @mmemorate, and why was the
outcome considered surprising? ’

d\ \‘ .O
&%layo celebrated more widely in the United States th

“the diierence between Cinco de Mayo and Mexican Indepenc@
\ C: .

o ﬁ}‘e}ﬁc
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Multiple Choice C»

Choose the best answer for each question based on what you have learned
about Cinco de Mayo and its historical significance.

1. What does Cinco de Mayo actually com norate?

A. Mexican Independence Da S @
B. The Mexican army's ‘me b e at the Battle of Puebla in
1862

C. The en e an- & arin 1848
D. u M@ as the nation's capital
ggnvade Mexico in 18627

anted to expand its territory into South America

rance was responding to a military attack by Mexico

C. Mexico could no longer repay money it had borrowed from European nations

D. France was trying to help Mexico fight against the United States

3. Which general led the Mexican army to victory at the Battle of Puebla?

ror Napoleon IIT
%0 Lopez de Santa Anna 0&

Ignacio Zaragoza

.®General Porfirio Diaz

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 18
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4. Why was the Mexican victory at t tle onsidered surprising?
A. Mexico had a much larger and bette ipPed army than France

B. The battle took place in a log#tio favored the French forces

C. France had already agreed to a peace treaty before the battle began

D. The Mexican army was outnumbered and far less equipped than the French
troops

5. What is the actual date of Mexican Indep@hdence Day?
A. May 5th ‘A
B. July 4th co
C. September 1 C .

D. Octobee %\

%} is Cinco de Mayo most widely celebrated to
ﬁ

Cyrhe northern border states closest to the United States

D. The entire country celebrates it equally

, the nation's capital

tate of Puebla, where the battle took place

7. Why did Mexican-American communities in California begin celebrating Cinco

the 1860s?
wante@to honor the signing of a peace treaty between Mexk@ ’
Mexico's fight against French imperialism asgo hel" 0
owg struggles for freedom and dignity e
!‘—:\y

\ C. The United States government declared it a ial @
& D. They were celebrating the end of h@ Eﬁé{

W
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8. How did Cinco de Mayo change a

\ X

ca ar in the United States

over time?

A. It became more focused on twistory’ of the Battle of Puebla
h

B. It was adopted as an official day by the Mexican government

C. It became heavily commercialized and promoted as a general celebration of
Mexican culture

D. It gradually replaced Mexican Independence Day as the most important

Mexican holiday
e r &n celebrating a culture

S ortdht than learning history

9. What does the article sugg
and understanding its hi

A. Celebratingic

you should not participate in cultural

S his
in E history shows genuine respect, while celebratin ut 6
reduce a rich history to a stereotype 6
& ral celebrations and historical knowledge have no connectiw
er

10. What broader lesson does the article suggest we can learn from studying the
true history of Cinco de Mayo?

B. U
owle

A.

rican holidays are always more accurate than holidays from other

S
.c@acy helps us become more informed and respe
e
c;‘ mercialized holidays are always more popul istoxic cu‘
?\ es \
6 D. Holidays should only be celebrated i @%ﬂginated
-

S
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Read each statement carefully. Write T if the statement is true or F if the
statement is false.

True / False

2. The Battle of Puebla

1. Cinco de Mayo is a celebration of Mexic ndependence Day.
O True O False $
0 &mw

’ .

O True e E \C’ \

3 a “&canse Mexico could no longer repay its debts ‘
Tﬁg se 6

*e Mexican army was larger and better equipped than the French @ at the

Battle of Puebla.

O True O False

5. Genezal Ignacio Zaragoza led the Mexican army to victory at the Bat

tle of
% ®
\ Th@xican victory at the Battle of Puebla permanently &fid h c
\ ron of Mexico. .

QA -
G o

c\""g
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O True (O False

Al el
2
7. Cinco de Mayo is celebrated as a na @ throughout all of
Mexico. F

8. Mexican-American communities in California began celebrating Cinco de Mayo
in the 1860s.

O True O False

9. Mexico's actual Independence Day i ated on,September 16th.

O True Q False o
; i ko i@ge Mayo shows greater respect for
' y“ i celebrating it without knowing its origins.

N\

\ ®
g
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VOCABULARY

G
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o

Review the vocabulary terms below. Each term comes from the article about
Cinco de Mayo. Read each definition carefully so you can use these words
correctly when discussing the holiday's history and cultural significance.

commemorate
To honor or remember an imp@ 0 &n through a ceremony or
celebration.
Explain in your owq c
€ ?~\C - N
AN of
@ mistaken belief about something, often caused by a lack of aﬁe}
ation

¢

in
Xp

-

lain in your own words:

li

teracy
ﬁt&md and accurately interpret events and facts
n words:

e
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sovereignty

A country's right to govern itself freelyWit é controlled by another nation.

Explain in your own words:

imperialism

The practice of a powerful country exte ts control over weaker countries,

often by force.

Explain in your own words: $
6 O
\‘\ \C C
'3
% %

nd landscape of a particular area of land.
n words:

resistance
The act of fighting back against or refusing to give in to an opposing force or

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 24
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etimes at the expense of its

commercialized a %E

Turned into something focused on ma %
original meaning or purpose.

Explain in your own words:

cultural celebration
A public event or tradition that hon

particular group of people.
Explain in your own wori
& P~
1 a

VEeESi aand often inaccurate idea about a group of people or the 6
i Ps
in your own words: ‘ »

t ms,@ry, and identity of a

*

ol

C
o™
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Exit Ticket \'

CINCO DE MAYO: WHAT IT ACTUALLY COMMEMO EXIT TICKET

Answer both questions in 1-2 sentences each using what you learned from
today's lesson.

1. What does Cinco de Mayo actually co orate, and why was the Mexican
army's victory at the Battle of Pueblaaco d s“rkable?
\C’

\

&brated more widely in the United States tharn_i % ?‘

®

\)
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The Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862, was a surprising victory for the Mexican army against the

much larger and better-equipped French forces.

\C°
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Cinco de Mayo is celebrated with music, dance, and cultural traditions — but understanding its true
history makes the celebration even more meaningful.
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CROS D

2.

10.

ACROSS ‘ V OWN
ro 1.

The practice of a powerful country extending its cont The ability to understand and accurately interpret events and

over weaker countries, often by force. facts from the past.

To honor or remember an important person or event, often 3. A public event or tradition that honors the customs, history,
through a ceremony or celebration. and identity of a particular group of people.

A wrong or mistaken belief about something, often caused 5. The act of fighting back against or refusing to give in to an

by a lack of accurate information. opposing force or power.

The physical features and landscape of a particular area of
land.

Turned into something focused on making money,
ometimes at the expense of its original meaning or purpose.
c

0 t to govern itself freely without being
y another nation.

; Qrsimpliﬁed and often inaccurate idea about a group of
eople or their culture.
e \C’




R

W

de Mayo: Wh

1nco

COli

I 0 N J

L E B R A T

N

P F P Y C U L T U R

N

I R H C@P D E E O W T E R R A I

vV L § 5§ X P

Yy L. M 8§ H A P A Q O F D L D A B

I

L T Q K S X ¢

G N T ¥ 0 ¥ A P E U X X Z G X F O

I

S 0 VvV E R E

N 8 L J O W R S D H H A H

I

C H N Z E H B K J G

O B M F O V U O

I

O ¥ v 2 0 8§ J V W U D N ¥ S H

N\
<!

$
\;"‘96

S T A N C E X

P =2 =2 2 H »m U M
h W Z2 M Z > B M v
O H U O O Z @M = (S Jo
U 4 2 H 3 H 3 H N 4 EH m D
O 4 M O B H X 0 U H Z h H
g H Z N @O 3 B O > O Z2 N oA
O M H O H O b oA o > Hh no4a
h oM B Db A X 4 B @ X X @
0 o M B QU N @ Z Z O
< = zou 5 m o 4a O H X M O
b 5 u O N o@m o&m = E
ook Kl X 2 U moH
°
= = = O M a4 H ®EM A
(] p] 00 o N D O E oM O=E
w m & m oz oM O N =
U E M N H Z X
0 > M & Z% Z o b o
o > b ® U oa U M
= M N3 oM [4)] K EH O H
[ T T TR - 4 s Ao M
M X A N H X v "
MM A d X B D gn K
£ O U H H U O }P
= =2 H M D OH o«

¢
Cw

I I

c ¥ K R J ¥ L 6 T 6 X 0O R E S

D X 2 Q F R A X F P 2 H B B Q ©

I

P E

I

A Z C O

A H H U T E N H W U Y U C P C Q P X E X G C H N

H B R R K L F G C N

I

U 0O P K G H L J KT R 0 X

¥

T E R A C Y N B

I

I C A L L

S T 0 R

O

52\0

FIND THESE WORDS

misconception
resistance

mercialized

c sovereignty

historical literacy
imperialism

cultural celebration
commemorate

terrain

stereotype



